2010 NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY
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Practicing Principled Engagement with Non-Democratic Regimes: Even when we are focused on
interests such as counterterrorism, nonproliferation, or enhancing economic ties, we will always
seek in parallel to expand individual rights and opportunities through our bilateral engagement.
The United States is pursuing a dual-track approach in which we seek to improve government-to-
government relations and use this dialogue to advance human rights, while engaging civil society
and peaceful political opposition, and encouraging U.S. nongovernmental actors to do the same.
More substantive government-to-government relations can create permissive conditions for civil
society to operate and for more extensive people-to-people exchanges. But when our overtures
are rebuffed, we must lead the international community in using public and private diplomacy,
and drawing on incentives and disincentives, in an effort to change repressive behavior.
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Strengthening International Norms Against Corruption: We are working within the broader
international system, including the U.N., G-20, Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), and the international financial institutions, to promote the recognition
that pervasive corruption is a violation of basic human rights and a severe impediment to
development and global security. We will work with governments and civil society organizations
to bring greater transparency and accountability to government budgets, expenditures, and the
assets of public officials. And we will institutionalize transparent practices in international aid
flows, international banking and tax policy, and private sector engagement around natural
resources to make it harder for officials to steal and to strengthen the efforts of citizens to hold
their governments accountable.
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The diversity and complexity of the African continent offer the United States opportunities and
challenges. As African states grow their economies and strengthen their democratic institutions
and governance, America will continue to embrace effective partnerships. Our economic,
security, and political cooperation will be consultative and encompass global, regional, and
national priorities including access to open markets, conflict prevention, global peacekeeping,
counterterrorism, and the protection of vital carbon sinks. The Administration will refocus its



priorities on strategic interventions that can promote job creation and economic growth; combat
corruption while strengthening good governance and accountability; responsibly improve the
capacity of African security and rule of law sectors; and work through diplomatic dialogue to
mitigate local and regional tensions before they become crises. We will also reinforce sustainable
stability in key states like Nigeria and Kenya that are essential subregional linchpins.
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Transnational Criminal Threats and Threats to Governance: Transnational criminal threats and
illicit trafficking networks continue to expand dramatically in size, scope, and influence—posing
significant national security challenges for the United States and our partner countries. These
threats cross borders and continents and undermine the stability of nations, subverting
government institutions through corruption and harming citizens worldwide. Transnational
criminal organizations have accumulated unprecedented wealth and power through trafficking
and other illicit activities, penetrating legitimate financial systems and destabilizing commercial
markets. They extend their reach by forming alliances with government officials and some state
security services. The crime-terror nexus is a serious concern as terrorists use criminal networks
for logistical support and funding. Increasingly, these networks are involved in cyber crime,
which cost consumers billions of dollars annually, while undermining global confidence in the
international financial system.

Combating transnational criminal and trafficking networks requires a multidimensional strategy
that safeguards citizens, breaks the financial strength of criminal and terrorist networks, disrupts
illicit trafficking networks, defeats transnational criminal organizations, fights government
corruption, strengthens the rule of law, bolsters judicial systems, and improves transparency.
While these are major challenges, the United States



